The  Crowd in  Peace and  War

others must expand, and all those that are pressing
upon the shrinkcr will tend to grow and fill the forming
gap. The competition in expansion thus engendered
produces conditions similar to those just described, and
similar dangers arise, as every reader can picture for

himself.

The ultima ratio of war, therefore, is the existence of
independent national crowds, that is to say national
crowds not united by alliance under any kind of over-
crowd. So long as they exist wars must occur. It is
their independence of an overcrowd which deprives their
necessary mutual hostilities of a sufficiently powerful
counterbalancing emotion. In other words, "war is
"the only form of law-suit by which the claims of inde-
pendent States can be asserted." The common emo-
tion whereby the existence of an overcrowd induces peace
between subordinate crowds, or enforces it upon them,
does not exist in independent crowds. If they choose to
attack one another there is no power capable of prevent-
ing them. It is ultimately only force that preserves peace
between similar crowds, and that kind of force cannot be
provided except by an overcrowd.

Even an overcrowd is not always strong enough to keep
its subordinate crowds at peace. When it fails to do so
the result is what we call Revolution or Civil War. This
occurs oftenest in consequence of the rapid growth of
some new crowd. Thus if the Labour crowd were to
grow very much more rapidly and strongly than it has
grown of late, so that its ideals came to possess the labour-
ing class with a force much stronger than that with which
they were possessed by the patriotic national sense,
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